1908]                         The Bosnian Crisis

unanimity of their displeasures was so noticeable the impres-
sion must have been very painful. All this was to be foreseen.
It is many years now that I have been watching the change
which has been taking place in a nature so essentially rich
and which contained so much material for doing good.
My prognostications have been realised only too soon, God
knows what still awaits us. We're not at the end. Forced
into isolation here we shall be obliged to follow Austria's
lead in the Balkans and this is not the best way.1 All Germans
find this very hard and so it is.

I've seen the British Ambassador. He sees everything
very black, appears very anxious, blames Aerenthal heartily
and expresses himself in a very characteristic manner on the
light-heartedness with which the Austrian statesman has
flung himself into this business which may lead to war.
Russia is becoming very stiff with Austria and they tell me
Austrian policy is making so many mistakes that it is becoming
impossible to support this Power as effectively as has been
the practice hitherto. At Petersburg the position of Austrian
Diplomats is impossible and they are not seen anywhere.

Here they began yesterday in Parliament the discussion
on ministerial and constitutional responsibility. It will last
several days and no-one knows the outcome. Biilow wasn't
present and has commissioned the Minister Bethmann Holl-
weg to answer on his behalf.

I have had a visit from the Austrian Ambassador. On
December 2nd he was summoned to Potsdam by the Emperor
William who wished to congratulate him in person upon the
occasion of the sixtieth year of the reign of the Emperor
Francis Joseph. He told me he found His Majesty looking
gloomy and that he seemed enveloped in sorrow and bitter-
ness. He doesn't forgive Bulow for having defended him so

1 See "Final Note," pp. 390-1.
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